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HEAD OF SCHOOL 
MESSAGE

 
Dear families,

As we conclude this half-term, 
we reflect on the incredible 
learning journeys our children have 
undertaken. From creative arts 
to exciting trips, every moment 
has been filled with curiosity 
and growth. Thank you for your 
unwavering support in making 
these experiences possible. Here’s 
a detailed look at what each phase 
has accomplished:

Explorers
Our youngest learners have 
thrived in a nurturing environment 
that encourages exploration and 
creativity. Through play-based 
learning, they are developing 
early literacy and numeracy skills, 
while art activities allowed them 
to experiment with colours and 
textures. 

Adventurers (Years 1 & 2)
Our Adventurers children have 
been diligently working to develop 
their Maths, Writing and Reading 
skills and knowledge. In English, 
they explored the core text Traction 
Man, then moved on to writing non-
chronological reports about animals 
such as polar bears. Maths lessons 
focused on place value, partitioning 
tens and ones, and comparing 
numbers through engaging games 
like ‘I count, you count’. Children 
used number tracks and hundred 
squares to strengthen counting 
skills. Adventurers embarked on 
several exciting trips including a 
trip to Stepney Farm linked to their 
study of habitats in science. To 
develop their mapping skills further 
they also engaged in a local walk 
to Canary Wharf, linking real-world 

experiences to classroom learning. In D&T, they 
designed and created moving pictures using 
sliders and levers, while Art lessons introduced 
colour mixing and landscape painting. 

Pioneers (Years 3 & 4)
Our children in Pioneers have been working very hard in 
their lessons and round the school. They have become 
fantastic role models to Adventurers who they see in the 
classrooms next door. In English, they have learnt about 
the features of persuasive letter and planned, wrote and 
edited their own letters. More recently they have been 
writing newspaper articles inspired by The Secret of 
Black Rock by Joe Todd Stanton. They have thoroughly 
enjoyed reading Tales Told in Tents during reading 
lessons and used it to spark rich discussions whilst using 
ambitious vocabulary. Maths lessons introduced arrays 
to build multiplication and division understanding, 
linking repeated addition to equal groups. In D&T, 
children created working torches, learning about circuits 
and switches, while Art lessons explored Fauvist-inspired 
landscapes using watercolour techniques. Pioneers 
enjoyed a memorable Uber Boat trip to complement 
their study of rivers. They have continued to learn to play 
the recorder in their Music lessons and gave a fantastic 
performance during the Christmas music concert.  

Trailblazers (Years 5 & 6)
Trailblazers have really been leading their way showing 
exemplary behavior for learning lessons and through 
school. In English, they studied Now or Never by Bali 
Rai, crafting vivid setting descriptions using ‘show, 
not tell’ techniques and retelling narrative in sections. 
Reading lessons centered around the book Mouse Bird 
Snake Wolf, which encouraged deep comprehension 
and creative thinking. Maths focused on equivalent 
fractions, exploring patterns and relationships between 
numerators and denominators. Art lessons involved still-
life compositions and large-scale paintings, while D&T 
projects challenged pupils to design and prototype 
bridges using engineering principles.  Trailblazers had 
an unforgettable visit to the Natural History Museum for 
an Earthquakes and Volcanoes show.  Year 6 enjoyed a 
trip to HSBC in Canary Wharf to explore their Innovation 
Suite, looking at new and emerging technologies and 
learning more about coding and digital skills. 

Our coffee mornings have been well attended and 
continue to be a key opportunity for us to receive 
feedback from families regarding how we can further 
improve our provision and offer at Sir William Burrough. 
This term, we hosted sessions on online safety and a 
presentation from Olive Dining, our school catering 



team. It was fantastic to see so many of you 
at Parents/Carers’ evening which was a great 
opportunity for you to hear about the progress 
your children have been making. Alongside 
the parents evening Olive dining provided an 
opportunity for you to sample food from the 
Spring term menu. 

Anti-Bullying Week was a fantastic opportunity 
to promote kindness and respect in our 
community. We kicked off the week with Odd 
Socks Day, celebrating individuality and the 
importance of embracing differences. Children 
took part in a poster competition, creating 
powerful messages about standing up to 
bullying, which are proudly displayed in the 
school. To spread positivity, we also introduced 
an Act of Kindness challenge, encouraging 
everyone to make small, thoughtful gestures 
that brighten someone’s day. Together, these 
activities reminded us that kindness and 
inclusion make a big difference.  

The Explorers and Adventurers’ school 
nativity was truly a magical performance! 
We are so proud of every child for speaking 
and singing with such confidence and joy—it 
was wonderful to see their hard work shine 
on stage. A huge thank you to all the staff 
for their dedication and creativity in bringing 
this special event to life, and to our amazing 
parents for supporting the children in learning 
their lines and songs at home. It was a fantastic 
celebration of teamwork and festive spirit, and 
we couldn’t be prouder of our young stars! 
These events strengthen our community bonds 
and celebrate the achievements of our pupils. 

Our Key Stage 2 concert was equally 
impressive, showcasing the incredible 
teamwork, dedication, and musical skills that 
pupils have been developing in their lessons. 
From talented recorder players to enthusiastic 
ukulele performers, every child contributed 
to a vibrant and joyful celebration of music. 
Their ability to work together and present such 
polished performances was inspiring. A big 
thank you to the staff for pulling everything 
together so beautifully and to the parents for 
attending and supporting this special occasion. 
It was a true testament to the hard work and 
creativity of our school community!

Thank you to all our staff, children, and families 
for making this term so successful. Please check 
the school calendar for key dates and events. I 
hope you have a restful break with your friends 
and families and we look forward to welcoming 
you back after the break for another term of 
learning and growth.

Siobhan Fehim
Executive Headtacher

Richard Buggins
Head of School



5th January
 INSET DAY (School Closed to Pupils)

6th January 
First Day of Term

7th January 
Nursery & Reception application 

support sessions

8th January 
Trailblazers Curriculum Workshop

12th January
Pioneers Curriculum Workshop

13th January
Adventurers & Discoverers Curriculum 

Workshop

14TH January 
FoSWB Coffee Morning 8.45am-

9.30am

15th January
Reception (Scott) & Nursery (Amber/

Debbie) Curriculum Workshop

16th January 
Trailblazers Challenge Time

23rd January 
Pioneers Challenge Time

Mark Your Calendar

Diary Dates 
To Remember

28th January 
THEWS Coffee Morning- Emotional 

Regulation

29th January 
TWLIGHT (School Closes at 1pm)

30th January 
Adventurers & Discoverers Challenge 

Time

2nd – 4th February 
Year 6 Residential: Woodrow High 

House

4th February 
Nursery & Reception application 

support sessions

5th February 
Reception (Scott) & Morning Nursery 
(Amber/Debbie) Challenge Time at 

845am & Afternoon Nursery at 11.45am

5th February 
FoSWB Winter Event (3.45pm-4.45pm)

11th February
FoSWB Coffee Morning at 8.45am

13th February 
Last Day of Term



I am delighted to share some exciting news about the continued growth of our Trust. We 
are welcoming all three schools from Canary Wharf College Trust into our family, each 
bringing their own strengths, values and commitment to providing the very best education 
for every child. 

 
This expansion reflects our shared vision: to create a collaborative community where 
schools support one another, share expertise, and ensure that every pupil has access 
to outstanding opportunities. By working together, we can achieve more than any school 
could alone. 

 
We look forward to welcoming new colleagues and students over the coming months and 
celebrating all our shared achievements.  

 
Thank you for your ongoing support as we continue to build a strong, inclusive and 
ambitious Trust. 

 

Peter Heathcote 
Chair of Trustees 

University Schools Trust

UST Family Set 
to Grow 

Follow us on LinkedIn
https://uk.linkedin.com/

company/university-

https://uk.linkedin.com/company/university-schools-trust
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/university-schools-trust


Y1 & Y2 Local Walk to 
Canary Wharf
Canary Wharf

Pupils from Year 1 & 2 recently enjoyed a local walk to Canary 
Wharf where they had the chance to explore the vibrant 
surroundings of our city. 

The visit allowed children to see a range of interesting features 
including the impressive bridge that the DLR travels across, the 
busy boats moving along the River Thames and the tall buildings 
that make the area so distinctive. 

As the class made their way through the neighbourhood, the teacher 
paused at key points to ask the children what each feature was and how it 
was used. 

This gentle questioning encouraged them to observe closely and think carefully 
about their environment.

The children were also told that they should pay close attention during the walk because their 
knowledge would be revisited the next day. In class the teacher will present images of the bridge, 
the DLR, the boats and other landmarks from their journey and will invite the children to explain what 
each one is and its significance.
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This activity brings learning beyond the classroom 
and helps to keep the curriculum dynamic and 
engaging. It shows pupils that learning does not only 

happen at a desk but can take place in the real world 
where experiences are meaningful and memorable.

Throughout the walk the children were ecstatic to be out in 
the city and were genuinely amazed by the River Thames. 
Many commented on the movement of the boats and the 
size of the buildings, while others were fascinated by the 
trains gliding overhead on the DLR bridge. 

Their enthusiasm showed how powerful real life experiences 
can be in boosting curiosity and understanding. This activity 
links closely to one of our values, Curiosity. Trips like these 
encourage pupils to learn through exploration and to build 
confidence by engaging with the world around them.
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Exploring Coding 
at HSBC
HSBC

This term our Year 6 pupils enjoyed an exciting visit to HSBC where they 
spent the day learning about coding, technology and digital creativity. 

Their workshop took place on the 42nd in the HSBC innovation centre 
which offered a spectacular view across London and an inspiring setting 
for their learning. Year 6 pupil, Haajar, said, “It’s such an amazing view 
here, you can see all of London!”

The session began with pupils being asked to think about the coolest piece of 
technology they had ever seen. This introduced a lively discussion before they were 
guided into their first activity using Imagi Charm to create digital art. 

Recent graduates from HSBC explained the basics of programming language and gave an 
introduction to the many different types of computer language used in the modern world. 

Pupils were particularly fascinated to learn that the word bug, meaning an error in computer code, 
originally came from the days when computers were enormous and real insects sometimes caused 
faults.

Working in small groups, pupils used iPads to explore an eight by eight matrix. They learned how to 
read and use index numbers to locate rows and columns, practising commands such as m[1][1]=on 
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to light up a single pixel. Their first complete shape was 
a coded heart which many pupils proudly displayed. 
Some even went further by filling the heart rather than 
creating only an outline.

Later they learned how to use variables to create different 
colours and discovered the naming rules for variables. 

They then explored functions which help programmers 
avoid repeating long sections of code. 

Year 6 pupil, Ismail, 
said, “Its been so 

much fun here, I 
picked it up VERY 

quickly.”

The day concluded with a chance to try the Meta Quest 
headset which the pupils found to be the biggest 

highlight of the day!

This visit showed a real link to one of our 
school values creativity. It allowed our young 
learners developed original digital designs 
and experiment with new ideas. We would 
also like to thank HSBC for providing such a 
valuable experience for our pupils.
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Visiting the 
Lady Mayor Show

This term, we had a remarkable opportunity where our pupils got to attended the Lady Mayor Show.
The visit was made possible through the generosity and ongoing support of our partner, The Drapers 
Company, who once again provided our children with an experience they will never forget.

The excitement began as our pupils were guided to an excellent viewing point along the parade 
route. From this prime position, they were able to take in the full spectacle of the procession, with its 
vibrant floats, marching bands and impressive displays. 

The atmosphere was filled with energy, and the children were completely absorbed 
in the festivities surrounding one of London’s oldest and most celebrated public 

events.

Following the parade, the group were invited into the amazing Drapers Hall for a special lunch. 
The magnificent setting left a lasting impression on our pupils, many of whom were amazed by the 
beautiful architecture. 

The Drapers Company, then treated the children to an entertaining magic show that sparked laughter 
and excitement throughout the room.

The day offered our pupils a rare and enriching experience that broadened their horizons and created 
memories that will stay with them long into their future. 

Lady Mayor
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We are incredibly grateful to The Drapers 
Company for their kindness, generosity 
and continued commitment to supporting 
the children across our trust. They remain 
extraordinary hosts and invaluable partners.

This trip heavily reflect one of our school 
values Growth. By exposing pupils to new 
cultural celebrations, historic venues and 
shared experiences beyond the classroom, 
we help them build confidence, develop new 
perspectives and grow into curious, ambitious 
young learners. 

Experiences like these encourage them to see 
the wider world and imagine new possibilities 
for their future.
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Weekly Recorder 
Lessons
We’re delighted to share the wonderful progress made in 
our weekly recorder lessons. This week our Year 3 and 4 
classes continued to build their musical confidence through 
a range of engaging activities designed to strengthen their 
understanding of rhythm, sound and technique.

To begin the session pupils practised making the rhythm 
with their voices before using their recorders. This helped 
them focus on the pattern they would later play and supported 
their listening skills. 

The class then discussed the notes they already know 
on the recorder, this helped to build on their growing 

knowledge of music.

Pupils were asked to show the note B on their recorders without playing 
so they could concentrate on the correct finger placement. After demonstrating 

the position, everyone practised the note carefully. 

They each had their own moment in the circle as every child received 
one to one support on how they could improve. This thoughtful 

guidance and practical tips ensured that every pupil was able 
to strengthen their sound and technique.

A fun task followed where pupils were instructed to play 
their B note whenever the teacher opened her hand 
and to stop as soon as her hand closed. This activity 
strengthened their control, focus and teamwork. 

Recorder
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The class then revisited the rhythm they had 
first practised with their voices and successfully 
played it on the recorder using the note B. To 
finish, they began exploring additional rhythms 
to develop their skills even further.

These lessons directly link to one of our school 
values Improvement. Each activity encouraged 
pupils to refine their technique, build confidence 
and understand how small steps lead to steady 
progress. Through practice, patience and 
support, our young musicians continue to grow 
and improve each week.
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Reception
This half term has been full of exciting 
learning experiences! In Literacy, we have 
enjoyed reading This is a School to learn 
about our community, When You’re Fast 
Asleep to discover the people who work 
while we sleep, and Let’s Celebrate to 
explore celebrations from around the world. 

We also learned about the Christmas story, 
why people celebrate Christmas, and the 
meaning behind our Nativity performance. 
The children have loved preparing for the 
Nativity and sharing their songs and lines 
with confidence.

In Maths, we have been investigating the 
numbers 4 and 5, exploring what they are 
made of and the different shapes they create. 
We have also learned about shapes—
square, circle, triangle, and rectangle—and 
their properties, such as sides and corners. 

The children have enjoyed using practical 
resources to build and compare shapes, 
noticing what makes each one unique.

Beyond Literacy and Maths, we have 
explored nocturnal and diurnal animals, 
discussed real-life superheroes and what 
makes them special, and enjoyed dancing 
and singing to our favourite songs and 
nursery rhymes. 

We looked at foods from around the world 
and experimented with artistic techniques to 
create wonderful pieces, including vibrant 
fireworks. These activities have helped 
us celebrate diversity and creativity while 
building new skills.

It has been a fantastic term of learning and 
discovery, and we are so proud of how much 
the children have achieved. Thank you for 
your continued support, and we wish you 
all a joyful festive season and a happy New 
Year!

Nursery
It’s been a busy and fun term for Nursery! The 
children all settled in brilliantly following the half-
term break and they had many wonderful times 
learning, playing and creating together. 

In Maths the children have been learning to use 
their ‘fast eyes’ to subitise numbers 1, 2 and 3, 
and learning what order we say numbers. 

We’ve also been looking at finding groups of 1, 2 
and 3 in familiar stories like ‘Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears’. We’ve have also been exploring 
what we can make with shapes and looking at 
sorting them into big and small ones, and we 
are begining to use positional language to tell us 
where something is. 

In Literacy, we have been enjoying the stories 
‘All are Welcome’ in which we celebrated all our 
differences. We then explored people who help 
us in our community when we read the story 
‘Real Superheroes.’ 

We ended the term by focusing on the story 
‘Hospital Dog’ about a very kind and brave an-
imal. We wish you all a relaxing break and look 
forward to more fun and learning next term!
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Year 1/2
We have had a wonderful and busy half 
term in Adventurers 1 & 2, filled with exciting 
learning experiences. 

In English, the children enjoyed reading 
Traction Man, which inspired activities 
such as retrieving information, acting out 
scenes, and practising the use of past 
tense. They also worked on sequencing 
events, using descriptive language, and 
writing their own short stories. In addition, 
the children explored the differences 
between fiction and non-fiction and wrote 
a retell of our trip to Stepney City Farm. 
 
In Maths, the children focused on 
developing their understanding of numbers. 
They learned how to partition numbers 
into tens and ones, used place value 
charts, and practised estimating numbers 
on a number line. We also explored 2D 
and 3D shapes by counting sides, faces, 
edges, and vertices, alongside practising 
addition and subtraction strategies. 
 
In art and design, the children enjoyed 
painting and experimenting with colour. 
They learned how to mix primary colours 
to create secondary colours, make 
different shades, and adjust colours to 
make them lighter or darker. In design 
and technology, they created moving 
pictures, learning about sliders and levers 
before designing and making their own. 
 
In Geography, the children used maps, 
explored aerial views, learned about the four 
countries of the UK, and discussed physical 
and human features. In science, they learned 
about living things and habitats, including 
food chains and animal adaptations, and 
enjoyed a hands-on blubber experiment. 
 
The children also took part in dance lessons 
in PE and enjoyed trips to Stepney City 
Farm and Canary Wharf. Thank you for 
your continued support—we are very proud 
of the children’s hard 
work this term.

Year 1
Year 1 has had another lovely term filled with lots 
of exciting learning. The children took part in fun 
and engaging science activities, and in DT they 
enjoyed making a variety of creative projects, 
which they absolutely loved. 

We also went on two wonderful trips, one to 
Stepney Farm and another on a local walk. The 
children really enjoyed these outings, which 
helped to further support their learning.

The children are confidently using their phonics 
knowledge to support their writing and are 
showing a growing interest in learning new 
sounds every day. They are beginning to apply 
this knowledge more independently in their 
work. It has been a joy to see the children 
grow in confidence this term and show such 
enthusiasm for their learning. They have also 
developed lovely, positive relationships with 
adults and their peers, and their behaviour has 
been outstanding. We are extremely proud of all 
the children in Year 1.

To end this lovely term, the children had so much 
fun making Christmas hats and singing in the 
Nativity show, which went brilliantly. Everyone 
was incredibly proud of their hard work, excellent 
behaviour, and growing confidence.
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Year 3
This autumn term, Pioneers 3 have been 
working extremely hard. They have really 
settled in brilliantly and should be very proud of 
themselves.

In maths, the children tackled addition and 
subtraction, with the highlight of the term being 
when they finally mastered the column method 
with glee. They then moved on to multiplication 
and division, tackling their times tables like true 
times table rockstars.

In English, the children have been writing many 
pieces inspired by our book The Secret of Black 
Rock. This story teaches the powerful message 
of protecting the planet and environment. The 
children wrote newspaper articles based on the 
story and should be incredibly proud of their 
achievements.

In PE this term, the children have been learning 
dance. They have shown off their amazing 
teamwork and dance moves, impressing 
everyone with their creativity and energy.

Lastly, in Design and Technology,the children 
were taught all about electricity and circuits. They 
faced the exciting challenge of making torches 
with actual working circuits, which was a fantastic 
hands-on experience. Overall, it has been a very 
exciting and eventful term for Pioneers 3!

Year 2
Year 2 have had a very busy and exciting 
term, filled with lots of creative learning 
experiences. The children have shown 
great enthusiasm across all subjects and 
have particularly enjoyed learning through 
hands-on activities.

In English, we have been focusing on the 
story Traction Man. The children loved 
retelling the story, acting it out, and bringing 
the characters to life through role play. 

They also used their imagination to create 
and perform their own Traction Man 
missions, which they thoroughly enjoyed. 
This helped to develop their storytelling 
skills, confidence, and creativity.

In Science, our topic has been habitats. 
We were lucky enough to visit Stepney City 
Farm, which was a highlight for the children. 

They loved seeing a range of animals 
including sheep, goats, and chickens, as 
well as spotting different insects. We also 
learned about food chains and how animals 
depend on one another within their habitats.

In Art, we have been exploring painting 
and learning how to make primary colours. 
The children had a lot of fun experimenting 
with colour mixing and creating their own 
artwork.

In Design and Technology, we focused on 
mechanisms, particularly moving sliders. 
The children designed a jungle background 
and created a moving monkey, which was 
both challenging and enjoyable.

I am extremely proud of Year 2 for how 
hard they have been working this term and 
for the positive attitudes they bring to their 
learning every day.
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Year 4
This half term in Pioneers 4, our Geography topic 
Rivers and Coasts has taken us on an exciting 
journey of learning. 

Children explored what rivers are, how they flow 
from source to mouth, and the many ways people 
use rivers for transport, leisure and water. 

A particular highlight was our fantastic boat trip on 
the River Thames, where we visited the Thames 
Barrier and learned about why it was built and its 
importance in protecting London from flooding. 

We also investigated the physical features of the 
coast and discovered how coastal animals and 
plants are specially adapted to their habitats. 

In Maths, our focus on multiplication and division 
helped children deepen their understanding of 
repeated addition, times tables, multiples, factors 
and fact families. 

In English, we explored The Secret of Black 
Rock by Joe Todd-Stanton, using this beautifully 
illustrated story to inspire diary writing, retelling 
and newspaper articles. 

It has been a busy and enjoyable half term full of 
curiosity and creativity!

Year 3/4
What an exciting term we’ve had in Year 
3/4! In English, we dived into the captivating 
story The Black Rock, using it as inspiration 
to write our own newspaper articles and 
heartfelt letters. 

Maths has been all about sharpening our 
skills in multiplication and division, while in 
Science we explored the fascinating world 
of teeth and learned how to classify animals. 

Our creativity shone through in Art as we 
painted beautiful watercolour landscapes, 
and in DT we became little engineers by 
designing and building torches with simple 
circuits. 

PE has been a splash of fun with swimming 
lessons at Mile End Leisure Centre, and to 
top it all off, we enjoyed an unforgettable trip 
on an Uber Boat along the River Thames 
to deepen our understanding of rivers in 
Geography . It’s been a term full of learning, 
creativity, and adventure!
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Year 5/6
This term has been an exciting and productive 
one for Trailblazers 5/6! 

In English, we explored the powerful book 
Now or Never by Bali Rai, producing fantastic 
writing outcomes including descriptive settings, 
engaging dialogue, and detailed retells. 

In Geography, we investigated the fascinating 
world of volcanoes and earthquakes, which 
was brought to life during our trip to the Natural 
History Museum, where we enjoyed an amazing 
show on these topics. 

Science lessons focused on evolution and 
inheritance, sparking curiosity about how living 
things change over time. 

In Design and Technology, we showcased 
creativity and problem-solving by building 
impressive bridges. 

Our PE sessions have been all about gymnastics, 
developing strength, balance, and coordination. 
To top it off, we’ve been having lots of fun learning 
festive songs for the Christmas concert! 

It’s been a fantastic term of learning and 
experiences, and we can’t wait to see what next 
term brings.

Year 5
Trailblazers 5 have had a very exciting and 
productive term! The children engaged very 
well with our focal text, ‘Now or Never’ by Bali 
Rai, in both English and Reading, producing 
fantastic written outcomes including setting 
descriptions, dialogue and re-tells. 

In Geography, we explored the fascinating 
world of volcanoes and earthquakes, which 
was brought to life during an insightful 
workshop at the Natural History Museum. 

Our Science lessons focused on the study 
of evolution, where children were able to 
explore how living things have changed 
over time. 

In Art, Trailblazers 5 had the opportunity to 
showcase their water-colour painting skills 
and produce vibrant and beautiful paintings 
of flowers. 

Our PE sessions have focused on improving 
the childrens’ physical skills by learning 
how to dodge and attack in Dodgeball and 
Football. Across both sports, we have seen 
many examples of brilliant teamwork and 
sportsmanship. 

To finish off the year, we’ve been enjoying 
learning lots of fun, festive songs for the 
Christmas concert! 

Overall, Trailblazers 5 have had a fanastic 
term full of learning and exploration, and we 
eagerly look forward to the next term. 
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Discoverers
The children in Discoverers have had a great 
term! On English they have been reading 
‘Traction Man’ and looking at the characters in 
the story and retelling the story using pictures. 

In Maths, they’ve been looking at one more and 
shapes and their properties. 

In Foundation subjects they’ve been looking at 
animals and their different habitats in science, 
exploring colouring mixing in art, and making 
puppets in DT! They also had a great time on 
their walk to a local park for geography. 

Year 6
In DT this term, the children have been 
learning all about bridges and exploring 
how different structures are designed for 
strength and stability. 

They put their teamwork and engineering 
skills to the test by working in groups to 
plan, design, and build their own bridge 
prototypes. 

Using a range of materials and lots of 
creativity, they experimented with shapes, 
joins, and supports to create structures that 
were both strong and imaginative. 

It was fantastic to see such enthusiasm, 
collaboration, and problem-solving in action! 

In PE, the children have also been 
developing their skills in both badminton and 
basketball. In badminton, they have been 
practising racket control, aiming, serving, 
and rallying with increasing confidence. 

In basketball, they have been working 
on dribbling, passing, shooting, and 
understanding simple game tactics. Across 
both sports, the children have shown 
brilliant teamwork, improved coordination, 
and a positive attitude towards trying new 
challenges.
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Celebrations at 
Sir William Burrough

This half term we have seen an influx in medals being awarded. Congratulations 
to all children who have recived their bronze, silver or gold medal this term. I have 
been particualrly impressed with seeing children’s reflections on their fluency wihtin 
timestables and children identifying which times tables they will contintue to practise 
before coming to me. 

This has developed a sense of community within friendship groups supporting and 
practising times tables in the playground to support children in getting their next 
achievement.  In Spring Term we will launch our next phase of mathematical challenges 
- an extension of the medals for our times table experts.

Thank you to all hose who took part in our anti-bullying week poster competition. 
We had 9 winners who won their very own pair of odd socks t wear with pride. It was 
very difficult judging the posters as the standard was so high! It was clear how much 
children enjoy honing their creative skills and all for a good cause. Some of the entries 
are on display on our first floor - it is well worth a look! 

A steady flow of AR prize winners have been in to collect books this term. A HUGE 
congratualtions to: Aisha in Pioneers 4 and Mahmood in Trailblazers 5/6  who have 
received the top prize of 250 points. Here is a reminder of when you can come and 
collect your books:







Free holiday HAF club places are available during 
Christmas, Easter and Summer holidays if your child is 
registered for benefits-related free school meals.

Find a local club by scanning the QR code  
or visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/HAF

Holiday Activities 
and Food (HAF) 
Programme







SCHOOL LUNCHES 
This is a gentle reminder that the school lunch 
menu’s are now on our website. 

They will be updated each week and reflect 
whether the menu is for Week 1 or for Week 
2. 

For any allergy information or special re-
quests due to an allergy please make sure to 
call or email us in enough time. 

When we return after half-term we will be on 
Week 1’s menu.

UNIFORM
All uniform will now be purchased solely from 
Khalsa School wear at 388-390 Bethnal Green 
Road,

London E2 0AH and also online via their web-
site : khalsaschoo/wear.co.uk. The knitted 
cardigans have not transitioned to Khalsa, 
but instead sweater cardigans are being sold 
through them. 

As a result, you can instead purchase the knit-
ted cardigans from supermarkets such as Tes-
co, Asda or Sains-burys. All communication re-
garding uniform will be dealt with directly with 
Khalsa and no longer through the school

GENTLE ATTENDANCE REMINDERS
Absences
Please note that if your child is ill or unable to come to school, you will need to notify the school each 
day they are not coming in via:

• ParentMail
• Calling the office on 02079872147
• Emailing the office on - office@swbschool.net

Please also note that unless your child has vomited, has a high temperature or any other medical 
condition, they are still expected to come into school. If your child comes into school and presents 
any other symptoms we will monitor them closely and call parents if needed.

Punctuality
If your child is late to school for any reason and arrives after the register has closed, this will result 
in a ‘unauthorised absent’ mark in the register. Therefore, all children will need to be present and on 
time for their registers to avoid being marked absent. Any questions or concerns please get in touch 
with the Pastoral Team who will be happy to discuss this further and support you! 

ATTENDANCE
We have introduced “Pizza Parties!’ on Wednesdays to promote attendance for the children. 

Classes will need to achieve 98% weekly attendance in order to win and indulge in the Pizza Parties. 
As you are all aware attendance is important because consistent participation helps children build a 
strong foundation for learning, develop social skills, and maintain steady progress in their academic 
development. Thank you for continuing to promote attendance and • punctuality at home!



DOCKLANDS OUTREACH
Docklands Outreach is health and preventative support agency providing practical and therapeutic 
support to children (3-13 years old) and young (12-25 years old) living in Tower Hamlets, on a range 
of emotional and mental health difficulties. 

These can range from low mood, depression, anxiety, self-harm, to young people effected by rac-
ism, family difficulties, identity, culture, alcohol or substance misuse. Or those who need support 
with accessing positive activities, training or employment opportunities. 

Support is also provided to parents who have children aged 3-13 years, with emotional, behav-ioural 
and conduct disorders. 

Their services are free, confidential and available for all children 3-13 years, and young people 12 
and 25 years, regardless of gender, sex, race, ethnicity, religion, identity, sexual orientation or back-
ground. For more information please.

Website: www.dockout.org.uk

YEAR 6 
RESIDENTIAL TRIP
We are excited to be inviting children in our 
Year 6 cohort 2025-26 on our residential trip 
to Woodrow High House from Monday 2nd 
-Wednesday 4th February 2026. 

Woodrow High House is a part of the 
London Youth charity; one of their aims is to 
provide children with enriching and engaging 
experiences to; explore new ways of learning, 
develop and practice leadership skills, build 
teams and develop resilience in young people. 

The cost of the trip is £222 pounds or £162 
if your child is in receipt of pupil premium 
funding. This cost includes all travel whilst the 
children are away. The full amount is due by 
Friday 23rd January. 

If you have any questions please speak 
to member of the Pastoral Team or Class 
Teachers.

ALLERGIES
This is a polite reminder that children should 
not be bringing any sweets or snacks into 
school or after-school dubs, other than fruit. 
Plesse ensure children keep any

valuable items (including jewellery, smart-
watches or toys) at home. 

Teachers cannot be responsible for valuable 
items that children bring in to school. Please 
ensure children only wear simple watches to 
school.

When prepering lunchboxes, please also be 
mindful we have a number of children and staff 
in our school with severe nut allergies. We 
therefore ask that all foods bought Into school 
in children’s lunchboxes are nut free.

Please take extra care
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